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We refer to the misleading comments of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and 

Congress President Sonia Gandhi made during the recent election campaigning 
in Maharashtra, wherein they emphasised that they treat all the languages in 
India as equal and having pride for one's language and considering it above 

other languages is tantamount to divisive politics. In this context we have a 
doubt. Would the Congress leaders make such statements with the same 

vehemence before the people of Tamil Nadu or Karnataka or West Bengal or of 
any other state where people have great pride for their language and culture? 
We are sure they won't; because they are well aware of what the consequences 

of such an adventure would be.  

Whether one likes it or not, in post independence India, the principle adopted for 

formation of the states was based mainly on the linguistic considerations. 
Language is the main vehicle of one's culture and traditions. The idea behind 
linguistic states was to ensure that every state looks after the progress of its 

own language and culture and all the states together ensure linguistic and 
cultural progress of the country. 

The states in India are similar to the nations in the European Union. They are 
fairly large in size and population. Many states of India are even bigger than 
some of the European states and have their own well developed languages as 

well as age-old and rich culture. Therefore they must be encouraged to bring 
further prosperity and progress to their respective language and culture.  

The important languages in the country are listed in the eighth schedule of the 
constitution. The Constitution of India has explicitly laid down that "The 
Government of India, with adequate help from the state governments, is under 

an obligation to take measures for the development of these languages, such 
that they grow rapidly in richness and become effective means of communicating 

modern knowledge."  

This fact has been supported by the national Integration Council also. The 
Emotional Integration Committee and the National Integration Council appointed 

by the government of India (post independence) were of the view that the use of 
regional languages as the media of education, from the lowest to the highest 

stage, was a matter of profound importance for the national integration. Let us 
be very clear that this cannot happen without the state governments giving 

extra push for the development of the state language.  

In the absence of any language being declared as the National Language, in any 
state the highest importance must be accorded to the official language of the 

state. All the other languages declared in the eighth schedule come after that 
(and mind you, English is not one of them). So in Tamil Nadu, Tamil is the 

language that must be given the maximum importance and must be respected. 
Similarly in West Bengal, Karnataka, Gujarat, Punjab etc. Bengali, Kannada, 
Gujarati, Punjabi must be treated with the highest importance.  

The basic concept of democracy demands that the government and 
administration is run in the language of the people. Democracy administered 

through the language of the conquerors or the foreigners cannot be considered 
as people’s democracy.   
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Even the three language formula initiated by the Central Government makes it 
very clear that the state language must be given the highest preference and 

prominence while Hindi and English would follow. However, in reality all the 
states follow a two language formula with the state language getting the top 

priority followed by English. It is only in Maharashtra that we follow a special two 
language formula with Hindi and English being included in any official 
communication and forms of the central government, railways, post office, banks 

etc. while the state language Marathi is totally ignored and treated with scant 
respect.   

Under these circumstances, there is no need to teach sense of national 
integration to the Marathi manoos; rather it is high time he practised some self-
esteem as well as love and pride for one's own language and culture and not be 

excessively subservient to the other languages as is the practice, and rightly so, 
in other states of India.  


