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Quotes on India & Indian Knowledge System 

For us Indians to buoy over our diffidence and inferiority complex 
 

After reading these quotes, one cannot help but think that at least as far 
as - the scientific knowledge in the Vedas, Ayurveda and our other 
ancient granthas (tomes) that the westerners are now trying to decipher 
to help their research - is concerned, why can’t we study it ourselves and 
work on it so that the credit and patents of the discoveries lie with us 
instead of the foreigners? Wouldn’t it be more natural for us to 
understand and appreciate the various intricate aspects of our own 
ancient culture compared to the foreigners who come from an entirely 
different background? Many concepts just cannot be translated into an 
alien language. For example, construing ‘Dharma’ as ‘Religion’ was one 
of the biggest blunders which gave rise to a lot of inter-religion friction in 
India. Hence, why can’t we rediscover the knowledge of our forefathers 
rather than leaving it for the foreigners to the job? Why can’t the 
government of India sponsor such projects rather than so many other 
corruption breeding projects such as Common Wealth Games etc.? The 
value of the intellectual property rights thus generated will certainly 
overweigh the investment. 

The Vedas are being studied again against the background of the recent 
discoveries in the field of Quantum Physics. It is now being discovered 
that many words, which were understood to have as religious or 
philosophical meanings, actually have connotations propounding 
theories based on quantum physics.  

Against this background, the readers should clearly understand the main 
objective of this compilation, which is to awaken the self confidence of 
the capable Indians and encourage them to engage themselves in some 
serious endeavours leading to some important and fundamental 
contribution to the world of science, art, culture, philosophy etc. 
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As Swami Vivekanand has said, - "उ त, जा त, ा य वरान ् िनबोधत", which 

means, "Arise, awake and realise the importance of your 
blessings (intrinsic potential) in order to achieve the desired 
goal." 

 

Please read the various quotes given below. 

 

 
 
 

Quotes on India 
 
http://wikibin.org/articles/quotes-on-india.html 
 
 
 
Albert Einstein: "We owe a lot to India and the Indians, who taught us how to 
count, without which no worthwhile scientific discovery could have been made!" 
 
 
W.Heisenberg, German Physicist: "After the conversations and discussions 
about the Indian philosophy, some of the ideas of recent Quantum Physics theories 
that had seemed so crazy to me suddenly made much more sense and 
understandable."  
 
 
Erwin Schrödinger (Nobel Prize winner Austrian physicist): 
Profoundly influenced by Vedic thought, Schrodinger kept copies of the Sanskrit 
texts by his bed - the Bhagavad Gita and Upanishads. Would modern science have 
ever embraced quantum physics without Schrodinger’s understanding of Vedic 
thought? 
In 1944 Schrodinger wrote the influential book, What is Life? which everyone 
agrees used Vedic ideas. A clear continuity exists between Schrodinger's 
understanding of Vedanta and his research, according to his biographer, Walter 
Moore: 
“The unity and continuity of Vedanta are reflected in the unity and continuity of 
wave mechanics.” 
[http://pq.v.five.tripod.com/erwin_schrodinger_quotable_excerpts_notes.pdf] 
 
 
William James, American Author: "From the Vedas, we learn a practical art of 
surgery, medicine, music, house building under which mechanized art is included. 
They are encyclopaedia of every aspect of life, culture, religion, science, ethics, law, 
cosmology and meteorology." 
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Sir William Jones, British Orientalist: "The Sanskrit language, whatever be its 
antiquity is of wonderful structure, more perfect than the Greek, more copious than 
the Latin and more exquisitely refined than either."  
 
 
Grant Duff, British Historian of India: "Many of the developments in the 
science and technology that we consider today to have been made in Europe were in 
fact made in India centuries ago".  
 
 
P.Johnstone: "Gravitation was known to the Indians before the birth of Newton. 
The system of blood circulation was discovered by them centuries before Harvey". 
 
 
Lancelot Hogben, Mathematician: (In his book ‘Mathematics for the Millions’) 
"There has been no revolutionary mathematical contribution than the one which the 
Indians made when they invented ‘ZERO’."  
 
 
Wheeler Wilcox: "India - The land of Vedas, the remarkable works contain not 
only religious ideas for a perfect life, but also facts, which science has proved true. 
Electricity, radium, airship, all were known to the seers who founded the Vedas." 
 
 
Emmelin Plunret: (In her book ‘Calendars and Constellation’) "They were very 
advanced Hindu (Indian) astronomers in 6000 BC. Vedas contain an account of the 
dimension of Earth, Sun, Moon, Planets and Galaxies." 
 
 
B.G.Rele: (In ‘The Vedic Gods’) "Our present knowledge of the nervous system fits 
in so accurately with the internal description of the human body given in the Vedas 
(5000 years ago). Then the question arises whether the Vedas are really religious 
books or books on science, medicine, and philosophy". 
 
 
Arthur Schopenhauer, German philosopher : "Vedas are the most rewarding 
and the most elevating book which can be possible in the world." (Works VI p.427) 
 
 
WHEELER WILCOX: "India – The land of Vedas, the remarkable works contain 
not only religious ideas for a perfect life, but also facts which science has proved true. 
Electricity, radium, electronics, airship, all were known to the seers who founded the 
Vedas." 
 
 
Colonel James Todd: "If not India, where else I can find philosophies and 
philosophers, to whose works Plato, Thales and Pythagorus were disciples? Where do 
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I find astronomers whose knowledge of planetary systems yet excites? Where do I 
find architects and sculptors whose works claim admiration? and the musicians who 
could make the mind oscillate from joy to sorrow, from tears to smile with the change 
of modes and intonation?"  
 
 
Sir W.Hunter, British Surgeon: "The surgical methods of ancient Indian 
physicians were very skilful and advanced at that time than anywhere else. A special 
branch of surgery was dedicated to rhinoplasty or operations for improving deformed 
ears, noses and forming new ones, which European surgeons have now borrowed."  
 
 
Williams James: "From the Vedas (ancient Indian scriptures) we learn a practical 
art of surgery, medicine, music, house building under which mechanized art is 
included. They are encyclopedia of every aspect of life, culture, religion, science, 
ethics, law, cosmology and meteorology." 
 
 
Sir John Woodroffe: "An examination of Indian Vedic doctrines shows that it was 
well advanced than the most philosophical thought of the West at that time." 
 
 
Will Durant, Late American Historian: “It is true that even across the 
Himalayan barrier India has sent to the west, such gifts as grammar and logic, 
philosophy and fables, hypnotism and chess, and above all numerical and the 
decimal system. India will teach us the tolerance and gentleness of mature mind, 
understanding spirit and a unifying, pacifying love for all human beings. India is the 
motherland of our human race and Sanskrit is the mother of all Indo-European 
languages. She is the mother of our philosophy, of our mathematics, mother of ideals 
embodied in Christianity and mother of our democracy. Mother India is in many 
ways the mother of us all." 
 
 
Mark Twain: "India is the cradle of human race, the birthplace of human speech, 
the mother of history, the grandmother of legends and the great grand mother of all 
world traditions. So far as I am able to judge, nothing has been left undone, either by 
man or nature, to make India the most extraordinary country that the sun visits on 
his rounds. Nothing seems to have been forgotten, nothing overlooked. India has 
many gods in all forms and all religions on this earth. In religion, all other countries 
are paupers. The one land that all humans desire to see, and having seen once, by 
even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse for all the shows of the rest of the globe 
combined." 
 
 
Sylvia Levi: "India has left indelible imprints on the human race in the course of a 
long succession of centuries. India has the right to claim the top place amongst the 
great nations summarizing and symbolizing the spirit of humanity. From Persia to 
the Chinese sea, from the icy regions of Siberia to Islands of Java and Borneo, India 
has propagated her beliefs, her tales, her traditions, her faith and her civilization!" 
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Henry David Thoreau, American Thinker: "Whenever I have read any part of 
the Vedas, I have felt that some unearthly and unknown light illuminated me. In the 
great teaching of the Vedas, there is no touch of sectarianism. It is of all ages, climbs, 
and nationalities and is the royal road for the attainment of the Great Knowledge. 
When I read it, I feel that I am under the spangled heavens of a summer night" 
 
 
Max Muller, German Scholar: "If I were to look over the whole world to find out 
a country most richly endowed with all the wealth, power and beauty that nature can 
bestow - in some part a very paradise on earth - I should point to India. There is no 
book in the world that is soul stirring and inspiring as the Vedas and Upanishads." 
 
 
Dr.Arnold Toynbee, British Historian: “It is already becoming clear that a 
chapter which had a Western beginning will have to have an Indian ending if it is not 
to end in the self-destruction of the human race. At this supremely dangerous 
moment in history, the only way of salvation for the mankind is the simple Indian 
way.” 
 
 
Hu Shih, Former Chinese Ambassador to USA: "India conquered and 
dominated China for 20 centuries without ever having to send a single soldier across 
its border."  
 
 
Swami Vivekananda, Indian Philosopher: "Civilizations have arisen in other 
parts of the world. In ancient and modern times, wonderful ideas have been carried 
forward from one race to another...But, my friends, it has been always with the blast 
of war trumpets and the march of embattled cohorts. Each idea had to be soaked in a 
deluge of the blood. Each word of power had to be followed by the groans of millions, 
by the wails of orphans, by the tears of widows. This, many other nations have 
taught; but India for thousands of years has peacefully existed. Here activity 
prevailed when even Greece did not exist. Even earlier, when history has no record, 
and the tradition dares not peer into the gloom of that intense past, even from until 
now, ideas after ideas have marched out from her, but every word has been spoken 
with a blessing behind it and peace before it. We, of all nations of the world, have 
never been a conquering race, and that blessing is on our head, and therefore we 
live!" 
 
 
Sri Aurobindo, Indian Philosopher: Indian "India of the ages is not dead nor 
has she spoken her last creative word; she lives and has still something to do for 
herself and the people. And that which must seek now to awake is not anglicised 
oriental people, docile pupil of the West and doomed to repeat the cycle of occident’s 
success and failure, but still the ancient immemorable Shakti recovering her deepest 
self, lifting her head higher towards the supreme source of light and strength and 
turning to discover the complete meaning and a vaster form of her Dharma." 
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Keith Bellows, VP, National Geographic Society: "There are some parts of the 
world that, once visited, get into your heart and won’t go. For me, India is such a 
place. When I first visited, I was stunned by the richness of the land, by its lush 
beauty and exotic architecture, by its ability to overload the senses with the pure, 
concentrated intensity of its colors, smells, tastes, and sounds. I had been seeing the 
world in black and white and, when brought face-to-face with India, experienced 
everything re-rendered in brilliant colour."  
 
 
Romain Rolland, French Scholar: "If there is one place on the face of the earth 
where all dreams of living humans have found a home from the very earliest days 
when we began the dream of existence, it is India". 
 
 
Apollonius Tyanaeus, Ancient Greek Traveller: "In India, I found a race of 
mortals living upon the earth, but not adhering to it, inhabiting cities, but not being 
fixed to them, possessing everything, but possessed by nothing." 
 

 

 

Continued… 

 

 
 

 
The Right Passage to India 

 

India’s Inventions and Discoveries 
 

 
Invention Of Zero: Brahmagupta was the first mathematician to treat Zero (0) as a 
number and showed its mathematical operations.  
 
 
Invention Of Arithmetic: Arithmetic was discovered by Indians in about 2nd 
Century BC. Bhaskaracharya’s book 'Lilavathi' is regarded as the first book on 
modern arithmetic. The Arabs learnt and adopted it from India and spread it to 
Europe. “In 499 AD Aryabhata finished his work 'Aryabhateeya', giving rules of 
Arithmetic” (Encyclopedia Britannica).  
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Invention Of Algebra: In Western Europe the knowledge of Algebra was 
borrowed, not from Greece but Arabs who acquired this from India. Algebra is the 
only Arabic name for Bijaganitha. “Aryabhatta was one of the first to use Algebra” 
(Encyclopedia Britannica).  
 
 
Invention Of Numerals: Numerals are found in the inscriptions of Ashoka the 
Great in the 3rd Century BC. This knowledge traveled from there to Arab countries 
and from there to Europe and West. In Arab countries even now numerals are known 
as Hindse: 'from India'. Laplace, the French mathematician and physicist, wrote 
during Napoleon’s time, “It is India that gave us the ingenious method of expressing 
all numbers by means of ten symbols. “-Prof. O.M. Mathew in Bhavan’s Journal.” 
 
 
Invention Of Geometry And Trignometry: The brick work of Harappa and 
Mohenjodaro excavations shows that the people of ancient India (2500 BC) 
possessed knowledge of Geometry. Aryabhatta formulated the rules for finding the 
area of a “triangle’, which led to the origin of Trignometry.  
 
 
Discovery Of Astronomy: The knowledge of the motion of heavenly bodies was 
discovered by Aryabhatta (499 AD), Latadeva (505 AD), and Brahmagupta (628 AD), 
for calculating the timing of eclipses. In Surya Sidhanta, Latadeva talked about the 
earth’s axis and called it Sumegu. “That the earth is a sphere and it rotates on its own 
axis” was known to Varahamihira and other Indian astronomers much before 
Copernicus published this theory. (Jewish Encyclopedia)  
 
 
Invention Of Calendar Making: Discovery of measurement of time and discovery 
of nomenclature of days, months and years and invention of calendar making was 
made in India. In his book Surya Sidhanta Latadeva (505 AD) divided the year into 
12 months, Seven planets of the solar system affect the earth’s atmosphere and their 
names were added to the seven days of the week, which was accepted all over the 
world.  
 
 
Discovery Of Theory Of Gravitation: In his book Sidhanta Shiromani, 
Bhaskaracharya mentions about force of attraction resembling gravity, discovered 
centuries later by Newton. (Jewish Encyclopedia)  
 
 
Invention Of Iron Products In 3000 Bc: The word Ayas occurs in the four 
Vedas which denotes iron. Ashoka Pillar at Mehrauli, New Delhi and another iron 
pillar in Karnataka stand proof of India’s metallurgical heritage (a study published in 
the magazine (The Current Science).  
 
 
Invention Of Copper, Bronze And Zinc: The copper and bronze artefacts date 
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back to the Indus Valley Civilisation (2500 BC). According to treatise Rasaratnakar, 
Zinc was made in around 50 BC at Zawar in Rajasthan (India).  
 
 
Invention Of Chemical Processes, Dyes And Chemical Colours: Chemistry 
known as Rasayan Shastra was invented in India. Elphinston wrote in his book 
History of India, "They (ancient Indians) knew how to prepare the sulphate of 
copper, zinc and iron and carbonates of lead and iron. Rasavidya or Indian alchemy 
made its appearance around 5th Century AD (National Science Center, New Delhi)."  
 
 
Invention Of Decimal System: According to Dr. Thomas Arya, a German writer, 
“The weights used by the Indus Valley (2500 BC) followed a binary system and 
measurement based on the decimal system”. Pierre Laplace said, “How grateful we 
should be to the Hindus who discovered the great Decimal System!"  
 
 
Invention Of Digital System: The invention of digital system is India's 
contribution to the science of numerals. The Chinese learnt this Indian system from 
Buddhist Missionaries. The Arabs also adopted this Indian system. The western 
world borrowed from the Arabs. 
 
 
World’s First Codified Medicine System: Ayurveda is the earliest school of 
medicine known to mankind. The father of medicine, Charaka, consolidated 
Ayurveda 2500 years ago. Today Ayurveda is fast regaining its rightful place 
throughout the world.  
 
 
Plastic Surgery: Modern plastic surgery owes its origin to India. According to the 
Limca book of Records, plastic surgery was done by Sushrutta, an Indian physician of 
the 4th Century BC.  
 
 
World’s Oldest Writing: The 5500 years old sample of writing unearthed at 
Harrappa is Vedic writing. (Science Reporter, June 1999) 
 
 
Invention Of Gunpowder In India In 8000 Bc: Gunpowder was known as 
Aurbagni, being the invention of Aurba, the preceptor of Sagara and the ancestor of 
Lord Rama as have been described in the work Nitichintamani. 
 
 
Botany Originated In India: The Vedic era’s emphasis on nature led to one of the 
world’s earliest classification system plants and vegetation. 
 
 
World’s First Mechanised Township Has Been Found In India: 
Excavation at Harappa and Mohenjodaro shows India was adopting advanced house 
building and town planning techniques, including two stadium and water 
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management system in the year 2500 BC. 
 
 
India - World’s First Democracy: The concept of democratic set up of 
Government, based on elections, originated in India. Rig Veda States “the republic 
elects you as a king. Kingship may fall away by your bad conduct.” Atharva Veda. “Let 
all be of one purpose and mind under a common leadership in a spirit of fellowship. 
 
 
Takshashila – World’s First University: The world’s first university was 
established in Takshashila in 700 BC. Here more than 10,500 students from all over 
world studied more than 60 subjects. The University of Nalanda built in the 4th 
century BC was one of Greatest achievements of ancient India in the field of 
education. The Chinese scholar Kiuen Tsang also studied here. 
 
 
Sanskrit:  

Sanskrit is the World’s First Language Comprising 64 sounds and letters in its 
alphabets. Russian alphabet was 35 letters. Spanish has 35. Persian has 31, English 
has 26, and Latin and Hebrew have 20 each.  

Sanskrit is the mother of all the European Languages. (A reports in Forbes magazine, 
July 1987.) 

Sanskrit is the most suitable language for computer software (a report in Forbes 
Magazine, July 1987). 
 
 
Art of navigation: The art of navigation was born in the river Sindh (India) 600 
years ago. The very world ‘Navigation’ is derived from Sanskrit ‘Nou’ (Boat) and 
‘Gati’ (Speed). 
 
 
Earth’s Orbital Revolution Period: Bhaskaracharya (5th century AD) calculated 
the time taken by the earth to orbit the sun hundreds of years before the western 
astronomers. Time taken by earth to orbit the sun was mentioned: 365.258756484 
days. 
 
 
The value of “pi” was first calculated by Budhayana and he explained the concept 
of what is known as the Pythagorean Theorem. He discovered this in the 6th century 
long before the European mathematicians. 
 
 
Quadratic equation was discovered by Sridharacharya in India in the 11th century. 
The largest numbers the Greeks and Romans used were 106, whereas Hindus used 
numbers as big as 10^53 (10 to the power 53) with specific names as early as 5000 
BC during the Vedic period. Even today, the largest used number is Tera 10^12 (10 to 
the power of 12)  
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